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Drivers for change



Anti food waste movement

Nearly half of the edible fresh potatoes bought 
by UK householders each day are thrown away 
- 5.8 million of them per day, and at a 
“staggering” annual cost of £230m, figures 
show.
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Resource Efficient Food and dRink for 
the Entire Supply cHain (2015 – 2019)

26 partners, 12 countries

Multi stakeholder platforms: the 
Netherlands, Germany, Spain, 
Hungary, China 



www.eu-refresh.org

The REFRESH Project

A central ambition of the REFRESH project is to develop a 
‘Framework for Action’ model that is based on strategic 
agreements across all stages of the supply chain (backed by 
Governments), delivered through collaborative working and 
supported by evidence-based tools to allow targeted, cost 
effective interventions.



Food waste – latest estimate EU-28

173 kg pro-capita 

food waste

• Equivalent of 20% of all produced food 
in EU

• 143 billion euros

• ~ 304 Mt CO2 eq (6% of total 
emissions of GHG in EU28%)



Circular economy & value chains/networks

Grower Processor Carrier DC retailer Retailer +
consumer

Waste 
management
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The Netherlands, Cooperation with industry

Cooperation between industry (sector 
organisations) and government since 2009
Joint agenda on reduction food waste
2014 year against food waste
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The Netherlands, time for a next step

Food waste across supply chain (kg.pp.py)
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Taskforce Circular Economy in Food
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National Frameworks for Action
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Ecosystem for implementation & action



Dutch Champions 12.3 event 20 Maart 2018



Business pilots on Surplus Food concepts



Business pilots on Surplus Food concepts



Concept of a Circular Narrative



Circular systems & novel products



New business models
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Opportunities potato sector emerging countries

▪ A potato farmer in Kenya currently produces 4-6 MT/ha/harvest. The 

losses on farm level are 8% (average; differ per county)

▪ The survey showed that up to 65 percent of recorded damage and 

loss in potatoes occurs at postharvest and is caused in particular by 

inappropriate harvesting tools, an insufficiently trained workforce, 

and lack of grading and storage
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▪ New varieties are available with longer 

dormancy and better product characteristics 

from farmer to processor to consumer

▪ Potato processing is fast growing business



“business case” of FLW
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